IRANIAN SOCIETY of QUEENSLAND

Multicultural events

Introduction
Iranian Society of Queensland (ISQLD) is a not-for-profit organization which aims at managing and
supporting local and regional Iranian community. Originally formed in 1989, ISQLD intends to
promote better communication amongst thousands of Iranian immigrants living in Queensland,
Australia. Currently, ISQLD is a fast growing hub attracting increasingly new members.
ISQLD has established itself as a community based organization. We endeavor to provide
pathways and opportunities for all our community members to involve actively in local and state
communities.

Nowruz Celebration (Persian NewYear)
The Persian New Year (Nowruz) is one of the most considerable and recognisable Iranian
ceremony. ISQLD has arranged this remarkable traditional event since had been stablished, and
has more than 29 successful “Nowruz” program in its history. Nowruz is recognised by the UN’s
general assembly and is also registered on the UNESCO list of intangible cultural heritage of
humanity. Also the Canadian parliament by unanimous consent, passed a bill to add Nowruz to the
national calendar of Canada, on March 30, 2009.
The Iranian Society of Queensland has been celebrating Nowruz at the Brisbane Convention and
Exhibition Centre since 2013 with more than 1200 attendees
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Yalda
Yalda is a cultural festival celebrated on the longest night of each year (winter solstice in the
northern hemisphere), which falls on the 21st of December. Last year ISQLD celebrated the annual
Persian Yalda festival and Christmas together at Brisbane multicultural center on 22/12/2018 with
more than 240 participants. The event titled ‘Yalda Meets Christmas’ and it was in collaboration
with MDA, Romero center, Refugees Welcome Australia and Brisbane City council.
‘Yalda Meets Christmas’ provided the ideal setting for sharing our most significant cultural
celebrations between the Iranian community and the wider Brisbane public. One of the main
achievement was to strengthen cross-cultural bonds and to encourage a sense of belonging for
new Queenslanders from CALD background. ‘Yalda Meets Christmas’ united our community
members, the Queensland public, new migrants, and asylum seekers in this celebration of our
shared values of peace, love, joy and prosperity.
“Supported by the Lord Mayor’s Suburban Initiative Fund and the Councillor for Paddington Ward and The Gabba Ward
in 2018”

Taste of Persian Music
In collaboration with Iranian Society of Queensland, Delnava Ensemble held another night of journey
to Classical Persian Music with melodies of Tar, Tombak, Oud, and Kamanche on 9/12/2018
at Queensland Multicultural Centre with more than 140 attendees.
Iranian classical Iranian classical art music continues to function as a spiritual tool, as it has
throughout history, and is much less of a recreational activity. It belongs, for the most part, to the
social elite, as opposed to the folkloric and popular music, in which the society as a whole
participates.
Iran's classical music relies on both improvisation and composition, and is based on a series of
modal scales and tunes.

Union Via Colors
Following its commitment to promote multiculturalism and cultural exchange between the Iranian
and Australian community members, ISQLD held an art event titled ‘Union via Colours’ in Milton
Park on 24/11/2018 with more than 112 attendees. In addition to Iranian children and children
from various ethnic background, the children residing in the same neighbourhood of ISQLD and
their parents were invited. The event consisted of various small workshops of children’s interest.
The event was a celebration of colors, Art, friendship, prosperity and bound between Iranian
Australians, new arrivals, migrant and our neighbours in Milton. It was for promoting cross-cultural
understanding, especially for children. Together we could take this message of peace to build
prosperity by promoting a greater understanding of each other. “Supported by the Lord Mayor’s Suburban
Initiative Fund and the Councillor for Paddington Ward”

Iranian Film festival Australia (IFFA)
ISQLD is committed to building cultural confidence and multiculturalism and supports community
events that further nurture these objectives. IFFA is one such event. It aims to entertain and
educate through the presentation of the most interesting of Iranian cinema. IFFA provides a forum
for dialogue about Iranian culture and encourages greater awareness and acceptance for the
Iranian community in Brisbane.
IFFA screens a range of retrospective and contemporary Iranian films every year in November with
the support of ISQ. The event held from 8th to 13th of November 2018 at Elizabethe Picture
Theatre in Brisbane.

International women's day
The Iranian Society of Queensland (ISQLD) is committed to encouraging and supporting Iranian
women living in Queensland as well as the newly arrived ones to manage post-immigration
pressures, settle down in Australia, improve their financial literacy and capability.
The group supports community events and activities that further nurture these objectives and
promote women’s economic independence. The international women’s day has been celebrated by
ISQLD last few years. The goal of this year event is to inspire the Queensland community to
respect women, embrace gender equality and promote women’s economic independence. Islamic
Women Association Australia (IWAA) will support ISQ to develop this event in line with Queensland
Women's Strategy 2016-21.

Sizdah Be-dar
"Sizdah Be-dar" is celebrated on the thirteenth day of the Persian New Year. It is celebrated by
leaving houses to join nature and spending the day outdoors with friends and family. It is believed
that joy and laughter clean the mind from all evil thoughts, and a picnic is usually a festive, happy
event. "Sizdah Be-dar" is also believed to be a special Nature day to ask for rain.
This event has been held since the establishment of ISQ in 1989. The event was well received
during the last few years. Therefore, due to the great feedback from past attendees, we are
planning to organise a larger Sizdah Be-dar event in 2019 and expecting more than 650
attendees.

Mehregan: Persian Festival of Friendship and Love
Originating in the ages of ancient Persia, Mehregan was the Persian Festival of harvest season
that has been adopted and revived once again for festivity in recent times to celebrate the deep
history and culture of the Persian ethnicity. This celebration is dedicated to the beliefs and
principles that are as old as the Persian race itself, dating back to 6,000 years ago.
Mehregan was celebrated at Powerhouse on 1st of October 2012, at BEMAC on 5th of October
2013, at ISQLD community center and Milton Park in October 2015 and 2016 with more than 350
attendees.

Daily activities and workshops
As a large not-for-profit association representing a growing cultural community, in addition to
annual events and festivals ISQLD also holds daily activities and workshops to support our
members to be active, productive and engaged in their local community. The following weekly
activities and workshops are held at our community centre at 28 Eagle Terrace, Milton:
-

Film club: analyse and discuss Cinema and movie making (Wednesdays 5:10 to 10 pm)

-

Saba Music club: rehearsal music weekly (Mondays from 6 pm to 9 pm)

Literature club: Analyse and discuss literature in form of novels from across the world
(Tuesdays from 6 pm to 9 pm)
-

Rumi club: Iranian perceptive on Historical Texts and Rumi (Fridays 7pm to 10 pm)

-

Persian classical Literature reviews dedicated to SHAHNAME (Thursdays 7pm to 9pm)

-

Poem night with Hotan (Saturdays 11am to 1pm)

